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months available, all of the events for
the remainder of 2012 have been
planned and you will find the details
of the events through November in this
issue of the newsletter.
There are still a couple areas
where we could do better. We need
good quality articles for the newsletter
from our members. Members want to
read articles from members and they
can’t be published if they are not
received. We also need members that
attend events to submit articles about
their experiences on those events. The
other area is in advertising. The
newsletter is currently costing more
than we bring in from membership
dues each month. The only way we
can bridge the gap and provide excess
funds for the chapter is to have
advertising dollars. We need your
help in finding more business to
support us. Our rates are among the
cheapest in BMW CCA!!

From
The
President
On the WOW factor ........
I must openly and candidly admit
that when we wen to the bi-monthly
newsletter from the monthly
newsletter, I had some concerns. This
chapter has been notorious for
procrastination and last minute
planning. I was concerned that the
information need to be published two
months in advance would not be
available in time. There were many
occasions where just getting info for
the next month was a little difficult.
But, I must also openly and
candidly admit that I have been
WOWed and have learned a lesson
from this experience. I learned that I
should never underestimate the
membership of this chapter and their
ability to step up and get the job done.
Not only is the info for the next two

Until next time ....
Glenn McConnell

Welcome New Members
Austin
Harker Heights
Jeff Cohen
Chadwick Morehead
Christopher Forshier
Efim Gendler
Javier Guajardo
Ping Hsu
Graham Jones
Volente
Otto Klahn
Walt Thompson
Brandon Nurenberg
Lane Ransom
McQueeney
Gordon Robbins
Trent Twitero
Brandon Seals
Steven Yu
Pflugerville
Naqi Syed
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Round Rock
Henri Chen
Don Robertson
Nathan Stalzer
Luis Torres
Georgetown
Elaine Douville
Roger Douville
Wimberley
Larry Geist
Virginia Geist

Corpus Christi
Donna Bogan
Rebecca Esparza
San Antonio
Heather Fenzl
Ralph Grinnell
Nicolas Keller
Ray Kyle
Joseph Rymer
Lindsey Waldmeir
Bobby Wilkinson
Rickie Williamson
Brian Wong

Tejas Trax

"Experience Our Passion"
7011 McNeil Dr

343 - 3500
5-time recipient of BMW North America’s
“Center of Excellence” award
THE ULTIMATE
DRIVING MACHINE

20% Discount on
Parts & Service
for BMW CCA members

Call or email our friendly staff or visit us on the internet
(http://www.bmwofaustin.com/) today to learn about the latest BMW of
Austin special offers, schedule test-drive appointments, discuss details on any
vehicle/trade-in or to research the finance/lease options on your next BMW.
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Balcones Canyonlands Drive
Saturday, September 22, 2012
Planned by Ken Carson & Connie Stried
Twisty roads, breathtaking scenery, and endangered species .... what more
could you ask from a Tejas Chapter event? After tech sessions and a concours,
it's time to hit the open road in
September for a pure drive that will take
us through the Balcones Canyonlands, a
significant portion of which will skirt the
Balcones Canyonlands National Wildlife
R e f u g e i n Tr a v i s , B u r n e t , a n d
Williamson counties.
This refuge protects the nesting habitats
of the golden-cheeked warbler and the
black-capped vireo, as well as six endangered
invertebrate species. Ranch and county roads, changes
in elevation and twisties, cattle guards and open range
await, as canyon walls echo the throaty rumblings of
our passing.
- Meet at the parking lot next to the water tower at Cabela's in Buda at 9:00.
(get directions)
- Drivers meeting at 9:20.
- Depart at 9:30. A Shell station is directly across IH-35 from Cabela's for
your pre-drive needs. There will be two rest stops on the drive, both at sizable
convenience stores.
We will arrive for lunch at Dahlia Café in Liberty
H i l l , Te x a s . T h e i r m e n u o ff e r s h o m e m a d e
selections, including meat loaf, chicken fried steak
with jalapeno cream gravy,
b u rg e r s , s a n d w i c h e s a n d
wraps, salads, and, of
course,
their
famous
desserts.
After lunch, everyone is free to return home by their best route. Liberty Hill
is 14 miles from either IH-35 to the east or US 281 to the west. Or you're
welcome to split the difference and wind your way home through the many
back roads.
More details and RSVP form on the website at
http://www.tejaschapter.org/tejas.html
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Utopia Weekend
October 19 - 21, 2012
planned by Jonna Clark & Brad Mitchell

Friday, October 19th:
- Spend Friday night and avoid having to drive
into Boerne early on Saturday morning.
- Please join us at Jonna's and Brads's home for
a Friday evening ice-breaker & spaghetti dinner from 6:00pm to 8:00pm. Water &
tea will be provided. Please feel free to bring any other beverage of your choice.
Saturday, October 20th:
- Meet on the main square in Boerne at 8:15am to depart at 8:45am SHARP.
- Morning drive: The morning drive will be a GREAT drive! It's been a good while
since we've driven all 3 sisters (335, 336 & 337), so that's what we are going to do!
- Lunch on Saturday will be at Neal's Dining Room in
Concan on the Frio River. Lunch will be ordered from
the menu.
- Afternoon drive will entail driving back to Boerne
at your leisure. We’ll caravan, but after the long
morning, the intent is to get you back to your hotel so
you can rest &/or enjoy the shopping in downtown
Boerne before the shops close & dinner.
- Dinner Saturday
evening will be at the
Limestone Grill at the
Ye Kendall Inn in downtown Boerne. Dinner will be
a beef & chicken fajita or cheese enchilada buffet,
inclusive of iced tea, or coffee & dessert and will cost
$26 including tax and tip per person.
Sunday, October 21st:
- Meet on the main square in Boerne at 9:15 am to depart at 9:30am.
- Sunday will have more exciting driving and will end with lunch at the
Salt Lick BBQ in Driftwood.
Complete details are on the Tejas Chapter website.
RSVP by filling out the RSVP form on the website at
http://www.tejaschapter.org/tejas.html
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The Teen Street Survival Program is supported and organized by the BMWCCA to
provide defensive driving techniques and actual experience for teenagers with a
driving permit or license.
The Tejas Chapter would like to have its 1st event. A small team of Tejas Chapter
members had been putting the plans together for a 2011 event, but have run into a
roadblock, “the location.” The location has to be a large parking lot with minimal
obstructions, such as light poles. Several locations have been contacted with no
success. Due to this roadblock, the new target to hold an event will be in 2012.
Please let the Driving Events Coordinator, Josh Butts at josh@joshbutts.com, if you
have a contact for a location in the Central Texas area.

September/October 2012
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Member’s Voice

accepted as the obvious next step. But
instead they blessed us with this brawny
gem of a powerplant, with its
stratospheric redline and intoxicating
ability to change its tune between muscle
car rumble in the low RPMs and wailing
banshee in the highs — no wonder it’s
won International Engine of the Year in
its category for five consecutive years
(read: all of the years that it’s
competed), this year even surpassing the
engines of the new 911 Carrera S and
the McLaren MP4-12C. And now having
dazzled us with such green pastures (ok
ok, not THAT kind of “green”!), BMW
will be putting this high-water mark of
an engine out to said pasture,
exchanging two cylinders for at least as
many turbochargers. I fully admit that
much of my reluctance to accept forced
induction is rooted in the prospect of
giving up a larger V8 for a smaller
straight-six rather than the general
principles of each architecture. The
current M5 and M6 are too large, heavy,
and expensive for my purposes, as are
their V10-equipped predecessors, and
regulatory realities have pushed a
turbocharged version of the S65 for the
next M3 off the table, so it seems that
BMWs and 8+-cylinder engines will be
mutually exclusive for my foreseeable
future. Perhaps, then, I should simply
be grateful that I’ll be unlikely to be
sorely tempted to upgrade late next year.
Then again, even the turbo-four in my
wife’s 07 Mini Cooper S has proven to
be loads of fun.... —John Hughan
Technological advancement in any
form or shape is usually greeted by a
plethora of responses from various
communities, whether it be the die-hards
or the so-called progressives. For BMW,
it is clear that forced induction is the

by John Hughan
Last month’s topic focused on the
impending extinction of the naturallyaspirated engine from BMW’s entire
lineup in favor of turbocharged versions
that deliver similar power figures and
much wider torque bands with less
displacement, often fewer cylinders, and
better fuel economy. Here’s what
members had to say when asked whether
they welcomed this forced-induction
future or would miss the sound, power
delivery, and (generally) better
reliability of larger naturally aspirated
mills:
I think the trend towards smaller car
engines with forced induction is the way
of the future. Turbo- and supercharging
revolutionized the efficiency of diesel
engines of all sizes, and with
computerized engine monitoring and
controls, use of this technology on
gasoline engines makes more sense than
ever. Reliability is still looking good and
maintenance and repairs on my twinturbo 3-series are not substantially
different from the other normallyaspirated BMW 6-cylinder cars I’ve
owned. The new turbo engines are
designed for the extra stress of forced
induction as opposed to bolting a turbo
onto a normally-aspirated powerplant.
The old saying “there ain’t no substitute
for cubic inches” isn’t as true as it used
to be, and who doesn’t like better fuel
economy with the same or better power
output? —Alan Greene
I think that the glorious S65 V8
engine in the outgoing M3 spoiled me,
frankly. If BMW had managed to stick
with an inline-six for this model, then
adding two or three turbochargers to the
next generation would likely have been
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Member’s Voice

engine! —Hector Sanchez

continued from page 9

For next time: For the launch of its i3
all-electric and i8 hybrid models next
year, BMW is reportedly considering a
new sales channel for Europe: online,
direct to consumers. Details such as how
this channel will co-exist with traditional
dealership sales, how pricing will
compare, and availability of this option
in the US have not been announced. Only
a few other automakers have ever
experimented with direct online sales,
and then only as limited pilot programs,
such as the Dacia Store in Italy. The few
other formal online sales channels for
cars, such as Subaru BRZ pre-orders in
Australia, have been offered by dealers
rather than the manufacturer, so with this
move BMW would be venturing into
largely
uncharted
waters.

way of the future. The question therefore
becomes, has BMW traded the ultimate
driving experience for reliability and
repair issues associated with forced
induction? I don’t think so. Practically
speaking, all of the benefits of forced
induction mentioned in the question
completely outweigh its pitfalls
compared to older technology. I have
confidence that BMW will not only
improve but perfect forced induction.
For those who treasure natural
aspiration (not my experience), take
heart that your car may one day
appreciate in value as a collector’s item!
That certainly can’t be said of my 335i.
—Vishal Maharaj
Before my E92 M3, I owned an E90
335i with the N54 engine. I won’t lie, it
was an amazing engine and I do miss
the instant low-end torque for everyday
stop and go traffic. But on the downside,
one of the biggest gripes I had with that
engine was the high pressure fuel pump
issue; I went through 4 HPFPs in 2.5
years of ownership. BMW has since
introduced a 10-year warranty on the
HPFP, as well as an 8-year warranty for
the turbochargers and wastegates. If
BMW continues this trend of backing up
their turbo issues with extended
warranties, I for one welcome the new
M3/M4 with a forced-induction engine.
I know a lot of ///M purists might
disagree with me — and I also know that
there is no substitute for the aural
experience of a NA V8 hitting redline
— but based on my experience with both
setups, I for one look forward to the new
engine with gobs of low-end torque, easy
mods, and better gas mileage. Besides,
I never said I’d sell the E92 with the S65

September/October 2012

Questions: What do you think of having
the option to purchase cars online?
Would you welcome it as a convenient
and relaxed alternative to visiting a
dealer, or would you continue
purchasing through physical dealerships
anyway for the ability to see and test
drive vehicles? Do you worry that
discounts for purchasing direct from
BMW might threaten dealerships and
thus the availability of these services, or
could you see this sales channel actually
benefiting dealers and their customers in
ways such as conditioning consumers to
wait for ordered cars rather than
expecting to buy off the lot, thereby
allowing dealers to reduce inventory and
thus their prices? Or should it be dealers
rather than the manufacturer offering
online sales for consumers to purchase
off their lots or even order cars built to
their liking, perhaps even with delivery
to their homes?
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Demystifying VANOS

this complex yet highly effective system.

Or
An Angry Monkey Ate My
Cracker

Thy Name is Nockenwellensteuerung
The name VANOS is derived from
the
German
term
“variable
nockenwellensteuerung”, which loosely
translated means – an angry monkey ate
my cracker. Okay, not exactly. Actually
according to several sources, it means
variable camshaft control. Some
conspiracy theorists still maintain that
VANOS is the code name for Germany’s
continuing covert efforts to re-annex the
Sudetenland! But since they basically
own all of Western Europe anyway by
propping up the Euro … well I digress.
In short, VANOS coupled with BMW’s
Valvetronic system, basically achieves
BMW’s current vision for variable
camshaft/valve timing.

By D.L. Yule
To Sir with VANOS
Now here’s a topic I’ve wanted to
tackle for quite some time. VANOS that
is, not the Sidney Poitier reference. But
in doing so, I knew that I’d be diving
into the deep or shallow end depending
on one’s perspective.
During our monthly club meetings
or just in general day to day discussion
with friends, club members and other
BMW enthusiasts, the topic of the
mysterious VANOS comes up at some
point. Funny thing is that when it does,
it’s typically never a good thing. Even
more interesting (at least to me), is that
this is usually followed up with an
exasperating story of how expensive it
is to repair, difficulties in getting a home
equity line of credit these days, or
spending my kids inheritance and so
forth.
Over the last few years, I’ve picked
up some insight related to BMW
engineering, some good, some not so
good. VANOS falls into the not so good
category. Through feedback from others,
it seems to me that when it’s working
properly it’s an incredible feat of
mechanical genius. When it’s not, well
let’s just say it’s no bueno. While we
won’t be discussing reliability here (it
was nearly possible to get any
trustworthy data on this actually) I
thought we’d take a look at the history
of variable camshaft and valve timing,
the VANOS variant of it, and in the
process maybe get a little insight into
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Variable Cam and Valve Timing – A
Not So Brief History
By all accounts, Fiat was the first
auto manufacturer to patent a functional
automotive variable cam and valve
timing system which included variable
lift. Developed by Giovanni Torazza in
the late 1960s, the system used hydraulic
pressure to vary the lift of the cam
followers. The hydraulic pressure
changed according to engine speed and
intake pressure which made this system
somewhat inefficient.
In September 1975, General Motors
patented a system intended to vary valve
lift. GM was interested in this primarily
as a way to reduce emissions. This was
done by minimizing the amount of lift
at low load to keep the intake velocity
higher, thereby better atomizing the
charge of intake air. GM was successful,
but did not have a proper four cylinder
motor to put the new technology in to continued on page 12
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continued from page 11

car. Nissan chose to focus their NVCS
(Nissan Valve-Timing Control System)

shocking! Consequently GM put the
technology to the side and went out for
a smoke and a sandwich for thirty years.
Surprisingly enough, Alfa Romeo was
the first manufacturer to use a variable
valve timing system in a production car.
The 1980 Alfa Romeo Spider 2.0 L had a
mechanical Variable Valve Timing system
in SPICA (Società Pompe Iniezione
Cassani & Affini) fuel injected cars sold
in the USA. Later this was also used in the
1983 Alfetta 2.0 Quadrifoglio Oro models
as well as other cars.
Honda’s REV motorcycle engine,
employed on the Japanese market-only
Honda CBR400F in 1983, provided a
technology base for their VTEC system.
In 1986, Nissan developed their
version of VVT for their Mid-4 concept

mainly on torque production at low to
medium engine speeds, because, the vast
majority of the time, automobile engines
do not operate at extremely high speeds.
The system was effectively used for the
first time in the 1987 300ZX. It was also
the first production car to use
electronically controlled VVT technology.
The next step was taken in 1989 by
Honda with the VTEC system. Honda
started production of a system that gives
an engine the ability to operate on two

Demystifying VANOS
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completely different cam profiles. One
profile is designed to operate the valves
at low engine speeds providing good
every day drivability, low fuel
consumption and low emissions. The
second is a high lift, long duration
profile that comes on line at high engine
speeds to provide an increase in power.
In 1991 the Acura NSX became the first
VTEC equipped vehicle available in the
US. VTEC can be considered the first
“cam switching” system and is also one
of only a few currently in production.
In 1992 BMW introduced VANOS on
the M50 engine used in the 5 Series. Like
the Nissan NVCS system; it provided
timing variation for the intake cam in steps
(or phases). But the VANOS system
differed in that it could provide one
additional step for a total of three. Then in
1996 the Double VANOS system was
introduced which significantly enhanced
emissions, increased output and torque,
and offered better idling quality and fuel
economy. Double VANOS was also the
first electronically controlled system that
provided for continuous timing variation
for both the intake and exhaust valves. In
2001 BMW introduced the Valvetronic
system. The Valvetronic system is unique
in that it can continuously vary intake valve
lift, in addition to timing for both the intake
and exhaust valves which improved power
and fuel economy across all models by
10%.
Innovations in variable cam and valve
timing continue to be developed by most
of today’s major auto manufactures.

managed by the car’s DME (Digital
Motor Electronics) engine management

system. In the singular format, the
system consists of a series of electronic
sensors, gears, drive chains and
actuators that can adjust the position of
the intake camshaft versus the
crankshaft.
Double-VANOS by comparison is
much more complex, adding continuous
adjustability to the intake and exhaust
camshafts. The development and
deployment of VANOS across many of
BMW’s current models has also enhanced
their ability to manage emissions which is
and will continue to be challenging for auto
manufactures in the future. But of course
there is a tradeoff in terms of maintenance
costs and reliability due to the complexity
of the system.
The first double VANOS system
appeared on the S50B32 engine in 1996.
Later, BMW added “double” VANOS to
its M52TU series of inline 6-cylinder
engines, which changed the mechanism

With Two You Get Eggroll
As we talked about earlier, there are
two types of VANOS systems - single
and double. Single VANOS is a
combination of hydraulic and
mechanical camshaft control devices
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from fixed position operation to
continuously variable, and added the
continued on page 14

13

Tejas Trax

allows full power delivery”. DoubleVANOS also controls the amount of
exhaust gas that is re-circulated back to
the intake manifold, which also enhances
fuel economy. This is also known as
“internal” exhaust gas re-circulation. The
system uses a special set of parameters in
the engines warming-up phase in order to
help the catalytic converter reach its ideal
operating temperature more quickly,
thereby lowering emissions. Now if we
could only apply these same principles to
Congress and lower their emissions!
There you have it, everything (well
not everything) that you may or may not
have wanted to know about VANOS and
variable camshaft and valve timing. Now
where’s that Monkey with my cracker!
Thanks to all at BMW AG, BMW
of North America, BMW of Austin and
ClubFiat.net for their help with this
article.

Demystifying VANOS
continued from page 13
same functionality to the exhaust
camshaft.
According to BMW, “the doubleVANOS system continuously adjusts the
camshaft positions for both the intake
and the exhaust valves. This results in
significantly higher torque at low engine
speeds and more power at higher engine
speeds, while also reducing fuel
consumption and emissions.
At lower engine speeds, the position
of the camshaft is moved so the valves are
opened later, as this improves idling
quality and smooth power development.
As the engine speed increases, the valves
are opened earlier: this enhances torque,
reduces fuel consumption and lowers
emissions. At high engine speeds, the
valves are opened later again, because this

September/October 2012
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BMW of Austin
Tech Session
Saturday, November 10, 2012
9:30am - 1:30pm
The 2012 BMW of Austin Tech Session will involve two technical sessions
that will run at least twice during the day:
- Electronic/Digital Session
- Alignment Session
There will also be a Car Condition
and Detail Exhibition with
equipment to restore a fogged
headlight.
Throughout the day, BMW of Austin
will be providing give-aways.
Lunch will also be provided by
BMW of Austin.
Looking forward to seeing everyone
out at this event to show our
appreciation to BMW of Austin for
the great job they are doing in Sales,
Service, and Customer Service that
they provide each and every one of
us.
RSVP by filling out the RSVP form on the website at
http://www.tejaschapter.org/tejas.html
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Truth and Consequences
Tour Review

we made our first stop of the day.
After a short rest stop, we got back
on the road and turned Northwest
toward Austin. Our route took us along
FM 969. This road started out
deceptively. The Southern portion,
near the Colorado River, was a series
of gentle high-speed curves. As the
road approached Webberville, the
speed limit dropped but the curves
became tighter. All too soon, we
reached civilization, intersected
Highway 183 and headed for Black
Forest Werkshop.
Outside of the shop was a 2002
that Lee’s crew has been working on

By Paul Goldfine
The morning started at the Home
Depot in Kyle. It was grey and
overcast but that didn’t prevent a good

turnout. There was a wide range of
cars covering just about every series
except the X and a variety of years
from 1978 through 2012. There were
representatives from the 1, 3, 5 and 7
series along with the 1M and M3 and
the Z wasn’t left out with samples of
the Z3, Z4 and even a Z8.
The roads to the east of IH-35
differ from out usual routes in the hill
country. The curves are gentler, the
hills a little less rolling but still an
enjoyable drive. Our first leg took us
West and a little South towards the
little town of Dale. With a population
of only around 200, we passed through
in just the blink of an eye. After
passing through, we turned Northeast

for some time. It was a frame off
restoration and they didn’t miss a
thing. Not only was the car spotless
inside and out, which you’d expect,
but there were little touches that really
showed how much they pay attention
to detail. If you look closely, there are
hand formed, painted ABS plastic
panels which cover the openings that
are typically over the headlights.
Once there, Lee Rector and his
wife Sandra had lunch waiting for us.

through Red Rock. This part of the
drive was just a run up FM 20 to where
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There was a variety of sandwiches,
fruit, cookies, chocolates, cupcakes

worn bearing, a radiator overflow tank
with a cracked fitting and a pinion gear
that failed due to a lack of oil. In each
case, Lee explained how to recognize the
symptoms and, even more importantly,
how to prevent the failure from
occurring in the first place. All along,
he took questions on a range of
topics.The presentation was very
informative and Lee was very generous
with his time. Even when most of the
people left, he stayed around to answer
any more questions that anyone had to
ask.
Overall, it was a very successful day.
Several people approached me after it
was over and expressed how much they
enjoyed the day. In fact, many asked if
we could make a trip to the Black Forest
Werkshop a regular event. However, it
was suggested we get some time to get
our cars on the lift and we work on our
own vehicles with supervision and
advice from Lee’s crew. It sounds like a
really great idea but, for now, Auf
Wiedersehen from the Black Forest.

and plenty to drink. Not only did
everyone have enough to eat, after the
event was over, many people went
back for seconds.
After everyone settled in, Lee got
started on his presentation. The parts he

had on hand had failed in a variety of
ways. There was a belt tensioner with a
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Truth or Cons

August 2

Many thanks to Lee & San

Many more great photos are av
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equences Tour

25, 2012

dra Rector, Paul Goldfine

vailable on the chapter website
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XPEL Tech Session Review

Highway has become very crowded with
fast moving traffic...and FASTER moving
traffic. Aside from avoiding the numerous
18-wheelers, there were also a number of
large vehicles (pickups, SUVs, etc.)
determined to achieve warp factor 5,
obviously with their “shields up”. The rest
of us remained on “impulse power” and
avoided the Federation “cruisers”.
We arrived on time at the XPEL
location on West Sunset Road in time to
enjoy some delicious breakfast treats and
drinks provided by our hosts. Their
reception area and break room allowed us
to relax and re-energize, and the hospitality
was most welcome. We were also given
tickets for a drawing to be held later in the
event. After a brief introduction to the staff
and a little information about their
products, we were ushered into their shop
where we were introduced to their
proprietary software system that is used
to locate a protective film template for
nearly any car still on the road, complete
with options for various body panel
configurations (factory aerodynamic
pieces, etc.). This same system is then
used to actually cut the film on a plotterlike device to very precise dimensions and
provides very specific instructions on how

by Alan Greene
On Saturday, July 21, the Tejas
Chapter held a Tech Session hosted by
XPEL Technologies in San Antonio,
organized by Herb Looney. A number of
us who live “North” drove south to the
“waypoint” at Cabela's in Buda where we
then formed a caravan to drive the
remaining distance to the XPEL facilities.
A few of us who live close to Toll 130 used
that road to get to Buda, and enjoyed the
completely legal 80MPH speed limits
along the way! If the photo below is a

little blurry, it's because we...well, we were
going AT LEAST 80...
After reaching Cabela's and waiting
for others to arrive, we lined up to continue
the journey and proceeded out the side
entrance near the water tower, not realizing
several other members didn't get the memo
about meeting near said water tower. In
any event, most everyone caught up with
everyone else and headed down I-35. With
all due respect to XPEL and their
exceptional product demonstration, I will
add in all sincerity that this trip down I-35
was probably the most “exciting” part of
the event – only because this Interstate
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to apply the various pieces – where to
stretch, where to anchor, etc. A truly
unique time-saving system that also
insures the best possible finished job.
Following the intro to the design/
continued on page 21
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XPEL Tech Session Review

in the bay and it took some really close
examination to see where the film had
been applied – a testament to how good
their product is.
After the
demonstration, we gathered in the
reception area for the prize drawing that
included some very nice shirts and other
items supplied by this new club sponsor
as well as some superb discounts for
having an XPEL “kit” applied to our
cars. For those of us who want to
preserve (and even spiff up) our BMWs,
this was a very welcome surprise!
Leaving XPEL, we proceeded
across town to the “Two Step” restaurant
at Loop 1604 and Braun Road, where
we had reservations for our fairly large
group. We were escorted into an area
reserved for us that had some very
special significance. The restaurant
itself was, at one time long ago (but not
in a galaxy far, far away), a very elegant
Texas-style residence. Our seating area
was in what was the “living room”,
complete with huge fireplace and hearth.
The original stone walls added to the
ambiance, as did the heavy wood
furniture. But it was the food that really
made this venue special. The menu
consisted of chef-inspired selections that
were atypical of what one would expect
at such a Texas-themed restaurant. A
wide selection of salads, meats, seafood,
and vegetables made “something for
everyone” possible. The author
definitely rates this place worthy of a
return visit – excellent choice, Herb!
After a tasty meal and a lot of great
conversation with our close and far-flung
fellow club members, we adjourned for
the drive home or wherever everyone
was headed next. A very worthwhile
event, with interesting product
demonstrations and a chance to socialize
with one another in a great setting!

continued from page 20
cutting system, one of XPEL's staff
members proceeded to demonstrate how

the film is applied to surfaces with many
complex edges and curves. A special
liquid is used to help position the film and
secure it to the surface – although the
surface must be clean and free of any type
of foreign substances (road tar, grit, wax/
polish, and so forth). One very positive
thing about XPEL's film is that if your car
has small pockmarks or other tiny surface
blemishes, the film will hide them as if they
weren't even there! Additionally, their film
is also self-healing, in that if it is hit by a
rock or other object, pouring warm water
on the defect and letting it sit in the sun
for an hour or two will “erase” the blemish
on the film. This is a truly unique product!
During the demonstration, we
noticed there was a beautiful “street rod”
roadster that had been brought in to have
XPEL film applied to it prior to its
appearance at the SEMA show in Las
Vegas. A black Range Rover was also
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See Me Now!

going down the road. As soon as the
headlights are turned on, the DRL
relay will turn off the high beams and
allow the stalk on the steering wheel
to control them, as usual. In other
words, the DRLs are automatic; no
switches necessary.
LeatherZ.com sells the module for
$82, and with a discounted coupon
found online, my cost was $72 with
free shipping. Their “kit” includes six
plastic screw caps in your choice of
tan or black. These replace the caps
that are destroyed when removing the
knee bolster trim to access the
headlight relay. The module arrived
well-packaged in bubble wrap and
included excellent step-by-step
instructions that were obviously
written by someone who had done the
swap themselves.
Replacing the module was
relatively easy and only required basic
tools: screwdrivers, needle nose
pliers, and a 10mm socket. My first
order of business was to track down
the radio code for my car, since the
battery must be disconnected. I
looked on the internet for ways to
acquire this information. Several
places will send you the code for a fee.
But the message boards once again
had great information regarding radio
codes. First, I found how to get my
radio to display its serial number.
Then I simply called BMW of Austin,
told them what I needed, was
transferred to service, and within 30
seconds of telling them my radio’s
s e r i a l n u m b e r, I h a d m y r a d i o
c o d e … f o r f r e e ! H o w ’s t h a t f o r
service? I disconnected the negative
battery cable. Next I removed the
lower cowling in the driver footwell

by Ken Carson
I almost always use my headlights
whenever I’m in the car, even on
bright, sunny days. I know I can see
other vehicles better when they have
lights on, so I want them to be aware
of my vehicle, too. In my older e30
325iC, I manually turn on my
headlights. I understand that the life
of the sealed low beam headlights will
be shortened, but it is a compromise I
am willing to make for safety’s sake.
Until recently, I did the same thing
in my 1999 M Roadster, too. Then I
came across a posting on a message
board that discussed how all other Z3
models destined for sale in countries
other than the U.S. had DRLs from the
factory! A little research led me to
LeatherZ.com, where I could purchase
the international (or in this case,
Canadian) DRL module for my Z3. It
is the high beam relay used in all Z3’s

other than those sold in the U.S., and
it simply replaces the U.S. version.
When you plug it in, in place of the
“U.S.” module, the bright lights are
illuminated at 80% intensity when the
ignition key is turned on to the run
position. So when the car is running,
the DRLs are activated, even if the
parking lights are turned on while
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See Me Now!

them out in the order of their
locations. You might prefer to label
each screw or put them in separate
labeled envelopes, especially if you
are doing more than this project at the
same time.
Probably the trickiest part of the
project was removing the knee bolster
trim after removing the screws. To do

continued from page 23
by turning two fasteners a quarter turn
each. These fasteners just fell out and

the cowling pulled straight back
towards the driver’s seat.
I then removed the six plastic
screw caps with the needle nose pliers.

this, the side of the center console had
to be unscrewed and then pried back
at almost a 90 degree angle. In other
words, you want the side of the
console to be pointing at the driver’s
door rather than the front of the car. I
was sure it was going to break the
console trim, but this piece is very
pliable. At this point, the directions
say once the center console is pulled
back to a point, just remove the knee
bolster trim. However, something was
hung up and wouldn’t allow the trim
to release. I found that the trim has

It is much better to use pliers and
destroy the old caps than to scratch the
panel surfaces while trying to pry the
caps off. I removed the six screws.
They were different sizes, so I laid
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plastic tabs that wrap behind the
center console framing where the
screws for the center console are
located. Be careful here. Otherwise,
you could break a tab off. (Ask me
how I know.) It turned out just fine;
I was able to re-secure the tab. But
there was no mention of these tabs in
the instructions. I had to push up on
the trim piece above the console edge
to release the tabs.
Now I could clearly see the metal
knee bolster held in with six 10mm
bolts, three on each side. Removing

beam relay (“DRL-Modul”) was
significantly taller than the stock
relay. I aligned the pins and plugged

it in, making sure it was seated fully.
I reconnected the battery and
c h e c k e d o p e r a t i o n o f t h e r e l a y.
Everything worked like it was
supposed to. Success!
Installation of all trim pieces was
the reverse order of removal. I made
sure I replaced the bolster trim screws
back in the correct locations. The new
screw caps snapped right on, and after
entering the code for my radio, I was
done.
I now have actual daytime running
l i g h t s o n m y M R o a d s t e r, a n d I
couldn’t be happier.

these and the knee bolster gave me
access to the relay panel. I released
the small clips on opposite sides of the
stock high beam relay. I read it to be
sure it was the right one. It had
“Fernlicht-Modul” (high beam
module) on it. The international high
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So You Think You're a Car
Guy

into production?
3. H o w m a n y c y l i n d e r s d i d t h e
engine in the original C1 Corvette
have in 1953 and 1954?
4. What was the displacement (in
cubic inches) of the original Chevy
small-block V8?
5. What was the displacement of the
small-block Ford V8 used in the
original Shelby Cobra prototype?
6. What two parts are connected to
the float in a downdraft carburetor to
regulate the fuel level in the float
bowl?
7. What electronic instrument was
used to set ignition timing prior to the
advent of electronic engine monitoring
and control?
8. W h a t c a r w a s k n o w n b y t h e
nickname “Deuce”?
9. P r i o r t o t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f
overhead-valve design, where were
the valves located in most car engines?
10. What was the first year for the
Ford Mustang to have a 4-cylinder
engine as standard equipment?
11. In what year was the Chevrolet
Impala first introduced?
12. The <blank> <blank> was used to
set the ignition points in a nonelectronic ignition system (2 possible
answers)?
13. What three components were the
major parts replaced in a “minor tune
up” of an engine before computerized
electronic ignitions became prevalent?
(hint: two begin with the letter “p”)
14. In what year did Ford introduce
the “column shift” in its cars and how
many speeds did the standard
transmission have?
15. What single ignition component
provided the required voltage to fire
an engine's spark plugs in engines
prior to the turn of the 21st century?

by Alan Greene
Those of us in our club share a
deep interest in all things BMW, but
how many of us are truly “car guys”
(or “car persons”, to be Politically
Correct)? I've lived, slept, and
breathed cars since I was old enough
to make “vroom-vroom” sounds while
sitting behind the wheel of my
grandfather's 1948 Packard Deluxe.
Over the years, I've read, listened, and
learned first-hand a great deal of facts/
trivia about cars in general. I came
up with this list of 50 questions off the
top of my head and did not have to
look anything up on the Internet for
the answers. Can you do the same?
C ' m o n , n o w. . . n o c h e a t i n g ! G i v e
yourself 2 points for each correct
answer – and if you score above 80
percent, you are a true “Car Guy” (or
“Car Person”). Yes, I know many of
these questions refer to things before
many of you all were born – but some
of them go back before my time, too.
This will be challenging for everyone,
but I'd bet there's a lot of us who
remember cars back when the tires
were skinny and the drivers were fat
(and we liked it that way!) - for that
group of us, this should bring back
some fond memories of when the
world was a much simpler place and
the only thing “tweet” referred to was
either a bird or a whistle:
1. What fuel delivery system was
used in all cars before fuel injection
became the standard?
2. I n w h a t y e a r w a s t h e f i r s t
Chevrolet small-block V8 introduced
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16. What are the three main
components of a normal (non-racing)
clutch as used with a manual
transmission?
17. What is the purpose of the
“throwout bearing”?
18. What type of brakes were used prior
to the adoption of disc brakes?
19. What British firm developed a dualoverhead-cam version of the Chevrolet
Vega engine in the 1970s?
20. What three model years of
Chevrolet cars does the word
“stovebolt” refer to?
21. What two versions of a 426-cu. in.
Chrysler V8 were produced in the
1970s?
22. What American Motors car
competed in the Trans-Am racing series?
23. What team owner did driver Mark
Donohue work for and what two cars did
he drive?
24. How many cylinders did the engine
of the typical “Indy Roadster” of the
1950s and 60s have?
25. What does the term “Offy” refer to?
26. What three American production
cars were named after fish
(manufacturer and model)?
27. What Chrysler car model was
named after a famous Spanish explorer?
28. Where is a “Bendix spring”
located?
29. What manufacturer produced a
“quick-change” rear-end that permitted
changing of the final drive ratio by
removing one cover from the assembly?
30. What type of springs were used on
the rear axle of most American cars prior
to the adoption of coil springs?
31. What is the term that refers to the
part of a carburetor where the diameter
of the throat narrows down and then
widens out again?
32. What part was used to control the
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fuel mixture in a carburetor?
33. What do the terms “Carter AFB” and
“Holley Double-Pumper” have in
common?
34. What car model produced in the
1970s had a model named “Swinger”?
35. What famous driver was nicknamed
“the Wee Scot” and how many F1 World
Championships did he win?
36. What German car of the 1950s had
doors that earned it a nickname because
of their similarity to a seabird?
37. In what make of car did Bernd
Rosemeyer die while attempting a land
speed record in 1938?
38. In what decade did the catalytic
converter appear on all American cars?
39. How many cylinders are in a Mazda
RX-7 engine?
40. What is the term for a valvetrain that
does not use springs to close the valves?
41. What engine component do the
terms “lift” and “duration” refer to?
42. Which cylinder's plug wire is used
to check an engine's ignition timing?
43. What does “TDC” stand for?
44. In what decade did the first nonfront-engined Indy car appear and who
was its manufacturer?
45. What car owner campaigned the
first non-piston-engined entry at
Indianapolis?
46. In what racing venue did Fireball
Roberts, Fred Lorenzen, and Junior
Johnson participate?
47. How many cylinders did the engine
of the Porsche 917 have?
48. What make and model of sedan in
the late 1950s had a retractable rear
window?
49. How many volts did the electrical
system of most cars have prior to 1955?
50. What component provided electrical
current to keep a car's battery charged
continued on page 28
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So You Think You're a Car Guy

our ilk can ever forget the exhaust
aroma of the very first catalyticconverter-equipped cars? Unburnt
fuel smelled a whole lot better!
Remember front “bench” seats with
that grab rope running across the
seatback? If the driver had short legs,
the front passenger had better have
them too!
OK – there's a lot to be said for our
modern rides with computers from one
end to the other and radios without
vacuum tubes. Air conditioning, while
not so much a necessity in New England
where I'm from is VERY welcome down
here where we live. I'm pretty happy
with the state-of-the-art these days, but
sometimes I miss being able to open the
hood and do something other than just
admire the engine or change out the air
filter. Teaching my grandson about cars
is going to be quite different than when
I was his age. He probably already
knows how to operate my GPS better
than I do. But I know for a fact, he's
gonna be one heck of a “Car Guy”!

continued from page 27
prior to the adoption of the alternator?
Now – for those of you who
scored above 80 percent (see answers
on page 32) without using an iPhone
or other connected device –
congratulations – you are part of an
elite group who can call themselves
true automotive aficionados (no, don't
look that one up on your Blackberry).
You probably also remember what
STP, Bardahl and Rislone were used
f o r, a s w e l l a s b i a s - p l y t i r e s
(remember the Firestone “Wide-Oval”
series?), grease fittings, and “ethyl”.
I know of at least one other chapter
member who remembers what became
known as the “poor man's Porsche”
(due to its engine placement and
design, not necessarily its handling or
racing prowess). What about “vent
wings” and roll-up windows? Valve
shims and mechanical lifters? Getting
your brake “shoes” re-lined? Who of

2012
Date

Event

Meet Location

September 22, 2012

Balcones Canyonlands Drive
see page 5

Buda

October 19-21, 2012

Utopia Weekend
see page 7

Boerne

November 10, 2012

BMW of Austin Tech Session
see page 15

Austin

December 8, 2012

Annual Charity Event

San Antonio

http://www.tejaschapter.org for the most up-to-date information about the TejasChapter.
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Tejas Chapter Incentive Points Challenge for 2012
To encourage participation, the successful Incentive Points Challenge began in 1998. The members
who earn the highest number of points by the end of the year (up to 10th place) receive valuable prizes
at the Post-Holiday Party in January 2012. The Rookie of the Year award is for the member that joined
in the current year and earns Rookie Points based on points earned divided by the time as a member
during the year.
Activity
Return Survey Form (form available on request or at website)
Attend a meeting or event
Organize a monthly event, (social/technical etc.)
Assist with a monthly event (credited by organizer)
Each new member recruited (credited by CCA)
Original photo(s) published in the Trax (30 pts max/issue)
Original photo(s) published on the website (30 pts max/event)
Original Tech Tip published in the Trax
Original Article published in the Trax (500 words or more)
Original Article published in the Trax (less than 500 words)
Recruitment of a commercial ad for Trax

Points
50
30
100
50
30
10
10
15
60
30
20% of ad cost

2012 Incentive Points Challenge Leader Board
As of August 29, 2012
1160 Pts
Alan Greene
655 Pts
Paul Goldfine
650 Pts
John Hughan
620 Pts
Herb Looney
590 Pts
Jan Greene
520 Pts
Ken Carson
380 Pts
Don Yule
355 Pts
Linda Cavazos
340 Pts
Josh Butts
300 Pts
Hector Sanchez
Connie Stried
270 Pts
Susan Yule
250 Pts
Scott Bowman
Linda Cook
230 Pts
Sridhar Kamma
210 Pts
JP Burd
Marco Cordon
Mike Sevel

Roger Willliams
180 Pts
Philip Nybro
170 Pts
Wayne Eltringham
155 Pts
Jonna Clark
150 Pts
Tim Cook
140 Pts
Tom Brown
Kathryn Butts
130 Pts
Jeff Conner
120 Pts
Mohammed Abusalih
Don Bishop
Eric Chang
Gay Dawson
Tom Dawson
Carl Nybro
Jonathan Pearson
110 Pts
Ron Buchalski
Allan Gazza
Craig Nordskog
Daniel White
100 Pts
Chris Spencer
90 Pts
Rob Brown
Jack Laumer
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Terry Sayther
Jay West
80 Pts
Brian Gavron
Joe Lamping
Jacy Legault
Tim Master
Brad Mitchell
Frazier Newlin
Steve Pedersen
Kyle Ray
Steve Tatro
Brad Thompson
Javier Torres
60 Pts
Bob Ashenbrenner
Ben Eckermann
Tim Ehrhart
Bill Muldoon
Brian Peterson
Al Ridgley
Dick White
Trent Zou
50 Pts
Bill Hoch
30 Pts
Hassan Al-Tabatabaie
Kimberlee Augustine
Mike Bassart
Dawn Bissell
Ken Booth
Anthony Bowen

29

Ruby Bowen
Brian McKinney
Fred Brinkley
Ross Miles
Brenya Buchalski
Johnny Mitchell
Lori Burns
Shearon Mitchell
David Cloyd
Lisa Moore
Robert Craig-Gray
Dorothy Morgan
Max Dean
Sergio Murillo
Joel Dolisy
Michelle Peterson
Fred Egloff
James Puryear
Daniel Elizalde
Mark Reinke
Bob Ellingson
Joe Robson
Chris Gant
Claudio Sanchez
John Garvish
Marc Schubert
Jeff Gifford
James Shaw
Gail Goodloe
Cathy St. Martin
Jac Harding
Nicholas Steinour
Bert Hernandez
Larry Targosh
Kristopher Hicks-Green
Brad Theriot
Mark Hollingsworth
Karl Van Shellenbeck
Ken Hollins
Mike Van Shellenbeck
Pat Jamail
Philip White
Doug Johnson
20 Pts
James Lee
Graham Jones
Jeri Lee
15 Pts
Robert Lewallen
Harold Storer
Bob Lewandowski
10 Pts
Ben Littler
Steven Stamps
Joseph Lupo
Joe Sylvester
David Mann
Luis Torres
Margie Mann
Terre Williams
Amy Marchut
Ted Marchut
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2012 Incentive Points Challenge Rookies Leader Board
As of August 29, 2012
22.98 Pts
JP Burd
14.00 Pts
Daniel White
13.78 Pts
Kathryn Butts
12.72 Pts
Craig Nordskog

11.70 Pts
Carl Nybro
11.48 Pts
Ray Kyle
9.60 Pts
Chris Spencer
3.66 Pts
Larry Targosh

3.47 Pts
Jeri Lee
3.31 Pts
Daniel Elizalde
3.00 Pts
Joe Robson
2.98 Pts
Ben Littler

BMW Zagato Roadster

2.72 Pts
Ross Miles
2.68 Pts
Marc Schubert
2.60 Pts
James Puryear
1.90 Pts
Luis Torres

of automotive exotica. Indeed, you’d be
hard pressed to find a more appropriate
venue for the premiere of the BMW
Zagato Roadster.

BMW Press Club
Pebble Beach. Barely three months
after the sensational premiere of the
BMW Zagato Coupé, BMW and Zagato
are turning heads again at the 2012

The next stage of a successful
collaboration.
The decision to launch another
collaboration between BMW and Italian
coachbuilder Zagato was made only a
short time after the BMW Zagato Coupé
took its first bow. Encouraged by the
positive reaction to the Coupé, Adrian
van Hooydonk, Senior Vice President
BMW Group Design, and Andrea Zagato

Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance with
the fruits of their latest collaboration.
Created in just six weeks’ worth of lavish
handcraftsmanship, the BMW Zagato
Roadster represents another masterful
example
of
the
traditional
coachbuilder’s art and an elegant take
on the sporty, masculine marker laid
down by the BMW Zagato Coupé.
At the Pebble Beach Concours
d’Elegance, this one-of-a-kind
automobile finds itself in the best
possible company. Every year
connoisseurs and exponents of
coachbuilt classics come together on
California’s Pacific coastline to gorge
on, mull over and be amazed by an array
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2.87 Pts
Max Dean
2.81 Pts
James Lee
2.79 Pts
Amy Marchut
2.77 Pts
Ted Marchut

soon agreed to take their partnership a
step further. On the menu this time would
be a Roadster model. “We set ourselves
the challenge of preparing the car in time
for the renowned Pebble Beach
Concours” explains van Hooydonk. The
BMW Zagato Roadster was duly
conjured up in record haste, with only
six weeks separating the first design idea
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from the finished model. “It was only
with the expertise of both companies in
the manufacture of high-end one-off cars
and another display of outstanding
teamwork that we were able to finish the
car on schedule,” adds the BMW design
supremo.
Andrea Zagato picks up on the
theme: “Our success in finishing the car
in such a short space of time shows what
is possible when two successful
companies pool their resources” says
Zagato. “BMW is a high-achieving
carmaker boasting a vast well of
knowledge and technical capability in
this area. When you combine that with
our expertise in the creation of microseries cars and our streamlined
production processes, everything is in
place to produce a beautiful model like
the BMW Zagato Roadster in doublequick time”.

Zagato Roadster adds the fineries of the
Italian “dolce vita”, its designers
succeeding in lending the car its own
distinct character without blurring its
family ties.
BMW and Zagato can both look
back on a long and successful tradition
of building roadsters, and the BMW
Zagato Roadster sees their respective
design DNAs melting into one. There is,
of course, more to designing a roadster
than slicing the roof off a coupé. “This
car is not designed only as an elegant
convertible, but also as a masculine and
extremely dynamic sports car which
evokes a powerful driving experience,”
says Zagato chief designer Norihiko
Harada, describing the design
philosophy behind the BMW Zagato
Roadster. Like the BMW Zagato Coupé,
the Roadster is ready to drive – and

The design – Italian finesse meets
Bavarian roadster tradition.
It quickly became clear that the
partnership’s next jointly developed
model would be a roadster. Indeed, no

intended to be driven at high speeds.
The car ’s proportions make no
secret of the special driving experience
that awaits the driver. The sweeping
hood and long wheelbase pin the driver
back close to the driven rear wheels.
There, he sits low down in an ultrasporty position inside the cockpit. The
taut, hallmark BMW surface treatment
and Zagato’s clearly defined distribution
of visual mass lend the BMW Zagato
Roadster an athletic appearance – poised
and eager, demanding to be driven.

other concept embodies the pure
fascination of motoring quite like this
breed of car. With the roof down, two
seats and exceptional performance, it
allows the driver to experience dynamic
thrills and driving pleasure with all the
senses. To this heady blend the BMW
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So You Think You're a Car Guy

cylinder engine as used in Indy cars
26. AMC Marlin, Corvette Sting Ray,
and Plymouth Barracuda
27. DeSoto
28. In the starter
29. Halibrand
30. Leaf
31. Venturi
32. Jet
33. They are the names of four-barrel
carburetors
34. Dodge Dart
35. Sir Jackie Stewart
36. Mercedes 300SL “Gullwing”
37. Auto-Union
38. 1970s
39. None – it is a rotary engine
40. Desmodromic
41. Camshaft
42. Cylinder 1
43. Top Dead Center
44. 1 9 6 0 s , L o t u s ( o r B r a b h a m o r
Weismann)
45. Andy Granatelli (the STP turbine
car)
46. “ St o c k C a r ” , l a t e r k n o w n a s
NASCAR
47. 12
48. Mercury Turnpike Cruiser
49. 6
50. Generator

Answers:
1. Carburetion
2. 1955
3. 6
4. 265
5. 260
6. Needle and seat
7. Timing Light
8. 1932 Ford Model B
9. Engine block
10. 1974
11. 1962
12. Dwell meter or feeler gauge
13. Points, plugs, condenser
14. 1940, 3
15. Coil
16. Flywheel, pressure plate, clutch
disk
17. To release the clutch
18. Drum
19. Cosworth (Costin and Duckworth)
20. 1955-57
21. Hemi and wedge, referring to their
cylinder-head design
22. Javelin
23. R o g e r P e n s k e , C a m a r o , a n d
Javelin
24. 4
25. T h e O ff e n h a u s e r D O H C 4 -
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Classified Ads
$25. e-mail agazza2@gmail.com for
more information.

2008 M5
(E60), 51,000 miles, Silverstone II
metallic paint, Full black perforated
Merino leather (heat/cooling front
and rear), Manual transmission,
Brushed aluminum interior trim,
Bluetooth, Navigation / Head-Up
Display (HUD), 4 new tires
(replaced in Jun/2012, less than
1,000
miles
driven
after
replacement), Never smoked in,
never tracked, no accidents, all
original, except after-market xMx
pedals, Dinan carbon fiber front
strut bar. Sold new at Advantage
BMW of Clearlake. One previous
owner for the first 9,500 miles.
A l w a y s s e r v i c e d a t B M W, a l l
records available including the
original leather case with manual
and factory books. MSRP: $96,475
- Asking price: $42,000. Engine
Specs: S85 V10 engine, 500 HP @
7,750 rpm, 383 lb-ft @ 6,100 rpm /
redline at 8,250 rpm. Contact Tor
Taklo at 713-550-2589 or send
email to tor.taklo@sbcglobal.net.

1989 535i
Purchased new in Germany in 1989.
Federalized in U.S. in 1990 and
remained with original owner in
Dallas next 19 years. Last 3 years
in La Grange. 88.6K miles. 3.5L, 5
speed. New radio and Michelins.
Polaris white with med gray cloth
R e c a r o s t y l e i n t e r i o r. N e w
Michelins and audio. Outstanding
and unique car. $16,000. Contact
Frank Singer at 979.968.6198 or
send
email
to
franksinger68@gmail.com
Wheels For Sale
A set of 4 E-30 wheels. Condition:
serviceable. They have been sitting
in my garage for at least eight years.
Best offer over $200.00. Contact:
Tom Brown, 512-337-7758 or send
email to trbrownaf@yahoo.com.
Miscellaneous 135i Parts
Bavarian Autosport SR SRS Airbag
scan/reset tool $35, 2008 135i
Montego Blue Rocker panels $100,
2008 135i original Kidney grills
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Bob at 512-327-7522 or send email
to rpdeclerck@yahoo.com.

2000 M5
84K Miles. Sliverstone. Silverstone/
Black Interior. Fold Down Rear
Seats w/ski pass through. Dinan
adjustable rear sway bar. E60 short
shifter. Recently refurbished wheels
in original shadow chrome. TEC
C u p h o l d e r. We l l m a i n t a i n e d .
Always with Castrol TWS 10W60.
Zaino and Leather treatment twice
a year. Car has been my daily driver
for the past six years. My commute
is mostly freeway and not much stop
and go traffic. She's been well cared
for and has been very reliable. Feel
free to ping me with any questions.
Thanks for looking. Contact
Raymond Brown at 512-484-1365
or
send
email
to
raymond.scott.brown@gmail.com.

Wheels For Sale
Set of 4 Kosei K1 Racing silver
wheels. 17x8.5. They fit my M
Coupe just fine, but the rears have
too much offset for my Coupe.
Purchased in April, one wheel has a
bit of curb rash, otherwise fine.
Michelin PS2s mounted, but don't
have much tread left on them. $400.
Contact Andrew Yates at 512-5171805
or
send
email
to
andrew@andrewyates.com.

Roundels
NLA Robert Bentley "COMPLETE
ROUNDEL 1969 - 1998", 30 years,
24,000 pages of Roundel magazines
s e a r c h a b l e b y a u t h o r, a r t i c l e ,
subject or issue. Eight CD-ROMs.
A invaluable electronic library of
every article and ad. Mac and
Windows compatible. $125. Contact
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1996-2003 5 series (E39 chassis)
2004-2008 5 series (E60 chassis)
1977-1989 6 series (E24 chassis)*
1978-1987 7 series (E23 chassis)*
1988-1994 7 series (E32 chassis)*
1995-2001 7 series (E38 chassis)*
1991-1997 8 Series (E31 chassis)*
*It may be necessary to use a hubcentric ring on these models that are
not e39 or are D-Center Bore is
72.56mm. Contact Claudio Sanchez
at (512) 627-3499 or send email to
claudio3@swbell.net.
Style 66 or ///M wheels
The sale is for staggered set, four
wheels, genuine BMW factory style
66 or "///M;" two [2] wheels 17X8
(8JX17) - part no. 36 11 2 228 995,
20mm offset, bolt pattern 5X120;
two [2] wheels 17X9 (9JX17) - part
no. 36 11 2 229 035, 26mm offset,
bolt pattern 5X120. These wheels
are straight, round and never bent
or cracked other than cosmetic
scuffing, and were mounted on my
540i/6... there are no scratches or
road rash. These wheels also may fit
the following models:
1982-1987 5 series (E28 chassis)*
1989-1995 5 series (E34 chassis)*

Your Ad Here!
Tejas Trax Classified Ads
have a proven track record
of generating sales!!

Classified ads FOR PERSONAL USE items are printed free for current members of
BMW CCA. Ads will run for three issues, unless stopped earlier. Ads may be
extended by a request in writing to the Tejas Chapter mailbox or by email. Members
are limited to five (5) classified ads running at a time. The ad rate for non-member
ads or member ads of a COMMERCIAL nature is $10.00 per issue. These ads will
be accepted on a monthly basis and payment must be received before ad is printed.
Classified ads submitted for publication in the Tejas Trax are also placed on the
Tejas Chapter's website.
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